
COMBERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

  
Initials in brackets adjacent to an item indicate the member who has tabled this item or is expected to report. Numbers 
in brackets before an item indicate the minute reference from the last or previous meeting when this matter was tabled. 

Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk to Comberton Parish Council, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, CB23 7NY 
Tel: 01223 264553 Email: parishclerk@comberton.org.uk 

 

 

I hereby give notice that, as previously arranged, the Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 

Wednesday 11 March 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present.  

All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon the 

business to be transacted at the meeting as set out below. 

 
Gail Stoehr, Clerk 06/03/15 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence and declaration of interests  

1.1 To receive written apologies for absence and reasons 

1.2 To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda and details of any 

dispensations held 

1.3 To receive written requests for dispensations for interests and to grant any requests for 

dispensation as appropriate (if any) 

Comments & observations from members of the public & County and District Cllr reports 

2. To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 11 February 2015  

3. Matters arising or carried forward from the last meeting or a previous meeting for discussion or 

decision and to note the Clerk’s report 

3.1  (3.2) Pitch maintenance – to consider quotations for fertiliser, weed treatment and grass rust 

3.2 (5.2) to discuss if the Parish Council should purchase and install a MUGA and how this might 

be funded 

3.3 (6.3) Comberton Village College – request to establish orienteering course on Recreation 

Ground for school and public use – report on discussions with CVC 
(JP)

 

4. Finance, procedure & risk assessment
 
 

4.1 To receive the finance report and to approve the payment of bills 

5. To receive reports and items from committees, working groups and members for information 

only unless specified 

5.1 Planning Committee report – to note the minutes of Committee meetings
 

5.2 Transport Working Group 
(SH)

 

5.2.1 Proposal for application to CCC to install double yellow lines on the inside (east) side 

of the road on the bend in Hillfield Road 

5.2.2 Proposal to reinstall the wooden post on South Street to prevent damage to the verge, 

and to install posts on the verge in Green End 

5.3.3 Proposal to seek permission from CCC to change speed limits on Long Road, Branch 

Road and Green End to 30 mph, Comberton Road CVC to Toft (40mph), Royston 

Lane (40mph) and to use the TWG budget to put in place. 

5.2.4 Proposal to install an on-road 2-cable traffic monitoring device to assess traffic volume 

and speed, using TWG funds 

5.2.5 Proposal that the Tree Group considers planting a tree on the verge on Barton Road, as 

an alternative to a wooden bollard
 

6. To consider matters arising out of correspondence/communications received 

6.1 Meridian Primary School PTA – request for grant assistance 

6.2 CHS request to erect a bench on Normandy Close public open space 

6.3 Request to hold a children’s fun fair on the Recreation Ground 

6.4 Resident request to purchase land for garden extension 

7. Closure of meeting 



Clerk report to Comberton Parish Council 11 March 2015 

 

1  Apologies have been received from Cllr McCabe (out of parish) and Pemberton 

(resigned due to personal commitments) 

 

1.3 To receive written requests for dispensations for interests (if any) – none received at 

the time of writing. 

2. To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 11 February – attached 

3.1  (3.2) Pitch maintenance – to consider quotations for fertiliser, weed treatment and 

grass rust – quotations will be brought to the meeting  

3.2 (5.2) MUGA – deferred at the last meeting. 

3.3  (6.3) Comberton Village College – request to establish orienteering course on 

Recreation Ground for school and public use – report on discussions with CVC – Cllr 

Preston to report 

 

Other for info only 

In response to the Parish Council’s complaint as follows –  

“3
rd

 December  the Parish Council accepted a quotation from CGM  to clear the landscaping 

swale at Nomandy Close (as attached). 

The Parish Council’s expectation is that all contracts should be fulfilled fairly quickly and as 

it is now nearly three months later and the works have not started the Parish Council would 

like to submit a formal complaint. 

The Council has also given your company the following contracts and would like to include 

the following in its complaint and would like to  know when these works are going to be 

completed? 

- Planting of hedging and a tree at Normandy Close. It was a condition of the 

acceptance that the works were completed by the end of February. A Council member 

has informed me that the works have not been done. Email acceptance sent 12 

February. 

- Slide handrail repair - Email acceptance sent 10 February. 

- The annual causeway maintenance contract 

The Parish Council has also received several complaints that the landscaping between 

Harbour Avenue and Hillfield Road (to the side of the Meridian School is looking very 

untidy). Please can you arrange to have all the landscaping work detailed in your contacted 

completed ASAP.” 

CGM to the Clerk 

“As per my email of yesterday I have investigated and Tom has assured me that the items 

below will be completed by 14/03/15: 

• Clear the landscaping swale at Nomandy Close  

• Slide handrail repair  

• The annual causeway maintenance contract 

• Landscaping between Harbour Avenue and Hillfield Road  

 



The below will be completed by 20/03/15 as we need to order the plants, can you confirm if 

this date is acceptable and you would still like to go ahead so that we can order the plants 

 

• Planting of hedging and a tree at Normandy Close 

 

I apologise for any inconvenience caused and would like to assure you that this level of 

service is not what we expect from our management team and is certainly not what you can 

expect going forward.  

 

I would appreciate it if you could let me know by return, if you still want us to go ahead with 

the hedge and tree planting at Normandy close, given that your deadline has expired. If you 

do I will get the plants on order. 

 

Should any of the above not be fulfilled as indicated or if you have any service level issues in 

the future please feel free to contact me directly. 

 

Once again, please accept my sincere apologies. 

Kind regards 

Luke Hamill 

Director of Operations & Development 

Country Grounds Maintenance Ltd 

Clerk to CGM having first discussed this with the Chairman 

“Thank you for your reply and for supplying the date for the works and for your apology. The 

Parish Council will be informed of your reply at its meeting next week. 

 

As to the planting at Normandy Close the Parish Council has been put in an unfortunate 

position as Council wanted the planting to be done before the end of February as our Tree 

Group had assured us that before the end February was the optimum time to plant. 

The Parish Council agrees to the work being completed in a couple of weeks time with the 

proviso that any failed planting is replaced by CGM at no cost  to the Council. “ 

 

4.1 To receive the finance report and to approve the payment of bills – attached. 

5.1 Planning Committee report – attached 

5.2 Transport Working Group 

Report and recommendations attached. Cllr Higman to report. 

6. To consider matters arising out of correspondence/communications received 

6.1 Meridian Primary School PTA – request for grant assistance 

Caroline Abraham writes: 

Please find attached my completed application on behalf of the Meridian School PTA 

for consideration for a grant assistance from the Parish Council. I have also attached 

the PTA's constitution, a financial summary for 2013/14 plus our latest financial 

summary up to December 2014. I have also provided a layout of the proposed design 

and a quotation as an indication of the costs involved. 

Application form and supporting papers for a grant of £2000 towards the Meridian 

School Library refurbishment project attached. 

6.2 CHS request to erect a bench on Normandy Close public open space - attached 

“We were just going for a standard size picnic or seating bench and it would be free 

standing on the grass and not require fixings. 



It would be provided by CHS from the community funds so I guess we’d have to 

maintain it as well. Do we actually need to get permission from the council for the 

bench, I didn’t realise we needed to on this area of land….apologies if I’ve not gone 

through the appropriate channels!” 

6.3 Request to hold a children’s fun fair on the Recreation Ground 

I am applying to fetch my children's fun fair to your recreation ground pulling on site 

on the 7th June and leaving on the 14th June. Opening 11-12-13th. 6pm-8-30pm this 

is something we do all over east Anglia and this year we have this week free so we 

would like to try and fetch our fair to your village. If you would like a site meeting so 

I can show you how much area I would take up don’t hesitate to get in touch 

07973442540 we have all the insurances and independent tests plus references.  

Regards Frankie Harris 

 

6.3 Resident request to purchase land for garden extension 

“We, owners of 15 Thornbury, Comberton, would like to ascertain if the Parish 

Council would be willing to consider us purchasing an area of land, currently unused, 

to extend our garden. 

Attached is a plan of Thornbury with the area concerned marked in red.  While 

leaving existing trees in place, we would like to cultivate a small area then grass over 

the remaining section, fence off the garden and plant further trees and bushes along 

the full boundary.   

We would be very grateful if you would consider the purchase of this area, or part 

thereof, and provide a response in the near future. “ 

  

Advice to the Council has been provided to members. 
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COMBERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on  

Wednesday 11 February 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

 

Members present: 

Councillors: 

Miss A Bacon (Chairman) 
(AB) 

Mr R Elleray 
(RE) 

Mr H Griffiths 
(HG) 

Mr A Hollick 
(AH) 

Dr J McCabe 
(JM)

 

Mr S Moffat 
(SM) 

Mrs J Preston 
(JP) 

Mr T Scott 
(TS) 

Mr N Taylor 
(NT) 

Miss C Westgarth 
(CW) 

In attendance: 2 members of the public and Mrs Gail Stoehr (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for absence and declarations of interest 

1.1 To receive written apologies for absence and reasons 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Pemberton.  

1.2 To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda 

 Cllr Moffat declared an interest in Item 3.4 a Trustee of the Comberton Playground 

Project. Cllr Griffiths declared an interest in Item 5.4 as his wife was a Library Visitor. 

1.3  To receive written requests for dispensations for interests (if any) 

None. 

1.4  To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

None. 

A minute’s silence was held in memory of Mark Bennett, a former member of the Parish 

Council, who had died. 

Comments & observations from members of the public and County and District 

Councillor reports 

Mr Tony Oates updated the Parish Council on the newsletter article concerning BT 

Broadband, which had resulted in six people contacting him. Those people presently  

with lines from the exchange can be connected to a new box some time in 2015. Mr 

Oates was thanked for his efforts. 

Cllr Taylor spoke on behalf of Anthony Bateman regarding the works at Normandy 

Close. It was observed that the weeding and spraying was still outstanding and CGM 

had also been given the contract for the hedge planting and tree work to be completed 

by the end of February. A complaint is to be submitted to the contractor as works had 

not been completed. 

A resident complained that litter was being left behind after refuse collections had 

taken place. 

The previously circulated report from the County Councillor was taken as read. 

Cllr Higman arrived at 7.45 pm. 

District Cllr Scott spoke to his written report, which covered the gate by the 

Churchyard, parking on the pavements, and the fish and chip van in Harbour Avenue.  

Cllr Higman provided an update on her discussions with the Royal Mail regarding the 

parking outside the Post Office. 

2. To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 14 January 2015, and also the 

confidential minutes of the October and November meetings  
 RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting on 14 January be approved 

(Prop AB, 2nd 

HG, carried with 2 abstentions) 
and signed by the Chairman. 

 RESOLVED that the confidential minutes of the October and November 2014 meetings 

be approved 
(Prop AG, 2nd HG) 

and signed by the Chairman. 
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3.  Mattegrs arising or carried forward from the meeting or a previous meeting for 

discussion or decision and to note the Clerk’s report 

The Clerk’s report, which included background to items on the agenda and matters 

arising, was noted.  

3.1 (3.2) Shrubs planted on Parish Council land 

RESOLVED as it was not known who had planted the shrubs to write to the six homes 

in the vicinity of 30 Hillfield Road that the Parish Council has noted shrubs have been 

planted on Parish Council land, and in view of the consequent maintenance costs to the 

Council, which would set a precedent, they will need to be removed to facilitate grass 

cutting and maintenance. The resident concerned may reclaim the shrubs and plant 

them on their own land within 28 days. 

RESOLVED unanimously to write to CGM expressing the Parish Council’s concerns 

at the lack of maintenance to the landscaping areas. 
(Prop NT, 2nd SH) 

3.2 (3.3) Pitch maintenance – to consider quotations for fertiliser, weed treatment and 

grass rust 

Deferred to the next meeting. 

3.3 (4.2) Annual review of electricity prices 

RESOLVED to stay with E.On on a one-year contract but to delegate to the Clerk to 

see whether the price can be negotiated lower. 
(Prop RE, 2nd JM) 

3.4 Phase 3 play equipment project request from the Comberton Playground Project that 

the Parish Council covers the shortfall itself 

RESOLVED to give Comberton Playground Project the option either to modify the 

project to match the money or they must continue to fundraise. The Parish Council 

hopes that they will be successful. 
 

4. Finance, procedure & risk assessment 

4.1 To receive the financial report and to approve the payment of bills 

RESOLVED to receive the financial report and that this be checked against the 

invoices and statements before the cheques are signed at the end of the meeting.  

RESOLVED 
(Prop AB, 2nd BP)

 that the payments as listed in the financial report should be 

paid, plus Greenhams (Cricket Club tables) £126.18.  

Salaries £287.47 

Cambridge Water (Pavilion water) £284.57 

CGM (Hedge pruning) £151.20 

JS Electrical (Immersion heater timer) £130.00 

LGS Services (Admin support) £1510.58 

Credits, including bank interest and pitch hire fees, were noted.  

4.2 Update on the Option to Tax 

RESOLVED to note that HMRC had written and required more information and that 

the Clerk will work with the FBWG on this matter. 

5. To receive reports and recommendations from committees, working groups and 

members 

5.1 Planning Committee report  

 The Planning report as circulated was taken as read. The Council was pleased with 

SCDC’s new policy of informing Parish Councils. 

5.2 RWG report 

The RWG report as circulated was taken as read. A  MUGA will be an agenda item at 

the next meeting. 

5.3 Transport Working Group 
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5.3.1 Minor Improvement Scheme outcome and proposal that the Parish Council considers 

how this could be funded 

RESOLVED to note that the application had not been successful and that an estimate 

of costs, should the Parish Council carry out the work itself, would be in the region of 

£17-25,000.  

RESOLVED that the TWG should find out from County Cllr Frost why the Parish 

Council had not been successful when other parish councils had obtained funding for 

the same project.  

5.4 Comberton Library 

RESOLVED to receive Cllr Griffiths verbal report and written  correspondence both 

indicating that the future of the Library is under threat and to place an article in 

Contact.
 

6. To consider matters arising out of correspondence/communications received 

6.1 SCDC consultation on use of Article 4 directions to help retain village pubs and 

Campaign for Real Ale – re SCDC protection of public houses 

 RESOLVED to respond that the Parish Council fully supports the use of Article 4 

directions to help retain village pubs.
 

6.2 Seetec- Community work placements programme 

RESOLVED that members should consider this and let the Clerk know if hty have any 

suggestions so that this could be considered further at a future meeting.  

6.3 Comberton Village College – request to establish orienteering course on Recreation 

Ground for school and public use 

 RESOLVED that Cllr Preston will speak to the College to obtain further details. 

6.4 Draft A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement Scheme Development Consent 

Order 

 Noted. 

7. Closure of meeting 

There was no further business and the meeting was declared closed at 9.05 pm. 

 

 

Signed   …………………………………….  .Chairman   …………………date 



COMBERTON PC FINANCIAL REPORT

Mar-15

Summary of Month £

Balance brought forward 176529.90

Adjusts/transfs/inc during period

Additional payments approved at last/previous meeting

GREENHAM CLEANING SUPPLIES -126.18

Misc Credits

COMBERTON UTD PITCH HIRE 200.00

Total Adjustments 73.82

Balance revised after adjustments 176603.72

Bank Reconciliation

Account Funds  Statement Outstanding

National Savings D&M Fund 83461.99 83461.99

Santander 93141.73 108173.68 -15031.95

Total 176603.72 191635.67 -15031.95

Expenditure for approval £ chq no.

CPRE AFFILIATION FEE 36.00 559

COUNTRYSIDE WATCH AFFILIATION FEE 40.00 560COUNTRYSIDE WATCH AFFILIATION FEE 40.00 560

SALARY 49.00 561

SALARY 271.37 562

LGS SERVICES ADMIN SUPPORT 1509.78 563

Total Expenditure 1906.15

Balance C/F 174697.57

Gail Stoehr

Responsible Financial Officer 

Notes: 

Late invoices will be brought to the meeting


